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Name: Arthur William Bright

DOB: 24 September 1895

Rank: Leading Stoker

Service ldentity Number: P/K20823
Service/Regiment/Corps: Royal Navy
Unit: HMS Tamar

Died: 2 October 1942

Personal history before the war:

Arthur was born in 1895 in East Worldham in Hampshire to Edith and Harry Bright. He was the 2™
of seven sons. Of the seven, 6 entered military service, 3 to the Royal Navy and 3 to the Royal
Marines. The youngest boy died aged 19. Herbert Bright, a Royal Marine, was also a casualty of
WW?2. He died on board the Royal Oak at Scapa Flow.

Before joining the Royal Navy, grandad Arthur worked as an agricultural labourer in a village close
to where he was born. He joined the Royal Navy on 15 October 1913 aged 17 and signed on to
serve 12 years. He enlisted as a Stoker Class Il and gradually progressed to become a Leading
Stoker by the time he left the Service in 1928. He served through WW1 on various ships and shore
bases and is listed as being on Torpedo Boats from 1916 to 1918.

He was married to Annie in 1920 in Weymouth at St Johns Church. When he was released from
the Service in 1928, he was based at HMS Osprey so | can only presume that he decided to set up
home with his wife Annie, in Weymouth where they lived with her family.

Arthur and Annie had 4 children Arthur (John) born in 1932, Harry born in 1924, Nancy born in
1926 and finally my dad Ron born in 1938. John and Harry both followed in their father’s footsteps
and served as Stokers in the Royal Navy.

Dad was born 6 months before Arthur was recalled to the Royal Navy aged 43 as part of the Royal
Naval Reserve. He left to do his duty and never returned leaving Annie with 2 serving sons and a
daughter and baby at home. She never gave up on Arthur hoping that he would return and that the
letters from the War Department were incorrect. She died in 1948 leaving my 10-year-old Dad an
orphan.

She never recovered from losing her husband and when she became sick, she just gave up and let
nature take its course.
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Wartime experience:

| don’t know a lot about Grandads wartime experience apart from him being recalled to service and
that he was sent to Hong Kong on HMS Redstart and later joined HMS Tamar. | assume that he
was part of the defence of Hong Kong and was captured on Christmas Day 1941. | have a letter
that he sent to my grandmother from Camp S (Samshuipo) as well as a small postcard. This was
the last that she heard from him. The letter had been censored by the Japanese. | think he ended it
with xxx and this was cut out before it was sent probably because they thought it to be some kind
of code. Grandad was loaded into hold 1 of the Lisbon Maru with other Naval personnel in
September 1942 and the rest as we know is now documented.

I do not know if he escaped or if he is still in the wreck. A story did get back to my grandmother that
he was seen diving from the ship, and we know that he was a strong swimmer so, | assume, that
he was shot whilst trying to swim away.

Personal history post war (if survived):

As | said earlier, my grandmother never recovered from the loss of her husband and died in 1948
from cancer.

My Uncle John met an Australian girl when his ship was in Sydney and they married and Auntie
Flora came to England to live with him and my grandmother. After Grandma had died, they
decided to return to Sydney to live and sailed on SS Ranchi with their young daughter to start a
new life in Sydney together.

The voyage took them close to the place where the Lisbon Maru was sunk, and they scattered
Annie’s ashes as close as they could to where my Grandad was lost.

My interest in his story has always been there but became deeper when | was expecting my 1%
child. | decided that | needed to know where | came from as no one in the family seemed to have
any information. My research has led me to this point and to be part of the work to make sure
these brave souls are never forgotten.

Additional photos:

Pages from a school project that my son produced documenting his great grandparent’s war.

The Bright Family
l_;v J i

Great Grandma with Grewt Granddad with Uncle Harry, born 1824 My Granddsa
Uncle Jahn in 1923 Auntie Nancy in 1830 Auntie Nancy, bom in1927  borm 1838

and Uncle John bom In 1923
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From Hong Kong, with love.
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two of his thiee sons, Hamy and
| John, have joined the Royal Navy
and the third son, who was
crowling, is now four yewrs o
The fourth child Is a daughter,
now aged 15, salior

The above information was provided by Mandy Stubbs who is the Granddaughter of Arthur
Bright.

Completed forms should be emailed back to limmauk@gmail.com with any photos being
attached to the email. Please ensure that all pictures are identified with the name, rank

and service number (if known).
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